












new solutions," he asserts. Achieving that goal 
will require collaboration across the value chain, 
says Roelands. "It is clear that resin and coating 
manufacturers alone cannot drive the required­
technology advances. Radiation-curing coating 
equipment and lamp manufacturers will also play 
a crucial role in responding to the key trends driv­
ing the market," he states. "DSM does believe that 
through such collaborations, the industry will be 
able to deliver the technological advances required 
to continue to widen the use of radiation-cured 
coatings and ensure strong global growth in the 
years to come," he continues. Sweetwood agrees: 
"We have always believed that choosing the right 
partners is a critical piece of our business, and 
includes raw material suppliers, equipment integra­
tors, and even (sometimes) customers. We are so 
much better when we team with companies that 
allow us to stick to our strengths and at the same 
time by leveraging a partner's expertise. I think it's 
one of the keys to doing business in this era." 

To extend its portfolio range and in response to 
various market trends, Allnex acquired the nonwa­
terborne Desmolux® (a Bayer trademark) radiation­
curing resins business of Bayer MaterialScience 

in 2013 and moved its Americas headquarters to 
state-of-the-art facilities in Alpharetta, GA, with a 
significantly larger radcure applications lab and 
enhanced capability for joint customer and co­
supplier development projects in 2014. 

"DSM also has a clear commitment to 
strengthen the technology for radiation-curable 
coatings, because it is one of the key sustainable 
coating technologies, next to water- and powder­
based technologies," according to Roelands. To this 
end, the company has invested in a new facility for 
the production of a variety of classes of radiation­
curable resins and monomers that is operated 
under its DSM-AG I joint venture. DSM is also devel­
oping new easy-to-matte coatings, formulations that 
provide steel wool resistancy, those that are suit­
able for vacuum metallization, waterborne UV sys­
tems, and field-applied radiation-curable coatings. 

Sartomer believes that the future is bright for 
radiation-cured coatings. "This technology is still 
in the early stages of adoption for advanced coat­
ings, and we expect continued growth, especially 
for sustainable chemistries that provide more envi­
ronmentally friendly solutions at a cost equal to or 
near that of traditional solutions," says Rayle. CD 
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