
















Greenwood (Behr): Per the product life cycle analysis 
trends we see within our industry and without, environmen­
tal product declarations (EPD) are gaining momentum. An 
EPD provides detailed information on the life cycle impacts 
of a product, including specific amounts of raw materials, 
water, and energy used in production and corresponding 
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emissions to air and water and waste generated. An EPD 
can be thought of as a nutrition label for a product featur­
ing its environmental impact. With some European coun­
tries already adopting this approach, we anticipate it may 
be leveraged in the United States in the coming years. 

Reinstadtler (Bayer Materia/Science): I believe that 
sustainability is here to stay. Sustainability isn't some­
thing that you put on a pedestal and simply observe. 
Sustainability must be woven into the way a company does 
business, and become part of the company's DNA. And it 
must become a consideration like any of the other tradi­
tional drivers when developing a new raw material or prod­
uct-economics, logistics, production, and performance. 

Sweeney (Celanese): The future of the green build­
ing movement may be difficult to predict, but it almost 
certainly will continue to have a profound effect on the 
buildings in which we live and work. Generations to 
come may not recognize what they do as green building, 
but rather see it as business as usual. 

Van Beuningen (AkzoNobel): Green buildings are key 
to a more sustainable future, as is sustainable transport 
and water usage in cities. Increasingly, cities are taking a 
more holistic and long-term view of sustainable develop­
ment. Green labels will continue to drive the building mar­
ket into a sustainable direction, increasingly also in the 
in-use phase. If finances can be made available, a wave 
of retrofitting can be unlocked in Europe, while in Asia the 
focus will be on more sustainable new buildings. As the 
investment case for green buildings becomes clearer, so 
investors will also push for more stringent certifications. 
The endgame could well be buildings contributing to en­
ergy supply ("every building a power plant") for the electri­
fication of the harvest, transport, and use of rainwater. 

Over time, the coatings industry will introduce more 
functional products that bring a sustainability advantage 
for customers. Going forward, the challenge is to make 
the claims and positive benefits of these solutions prop­
erly verified. G 
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