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The marine-coatings market presenls some of
the: mosl inferesting and complex technolegy, ap-
plication, and distribution issues ot the coatings
industry. The global nature of much of Lhe industoy
i exetnplified not only in the movement of ships
throughout the world, but also in the movemeanl of
the center of large shiphuilding over the decades:
from the Uniled Slales and Great Britain, to lapan,
to ¥Woroa, and now China is loaming on the horizan
A% the nest center.

I addilion to this inlernational elemcont, there
is strong dormestie demand in the LS. for pleasurs
and recreational craft as well as harbor coastal
and commercial fishing oraft,

The substrates invelved alse present unique
demands: antifouling coatings far hulls, nonskid
coatings for walkways, and high-perfarmance
proroctivie coatings designed to resist Aggressive
cargo such s chemicals and crude oil,

Additionally, Tew—if arm—other coatings have
had such a histery of having to meest rigorous

Mate: Many of tho ropics addressed hare wilf be
move fully discussed al [he ACASs 2010 Infornational
Marine and Oifshare Costings Conference thal will
e figdd i Virginie Beach, VA, May 19-21, Z0T0.
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standards imposed by government, intermnational
hodias, and independent classification societies
cortifying thom fit for usc tor ship owners and the
like. The unigque ralure of Lhe ndustry is exempli-
fied kb the fact that no ather coating is subject 1o
standards set by & UM agency like protective ma-
rine coalings through the aclion and authorfies of
the International Maritime Organization {IMO).

This article rovicws the global nature of the
standard-selling provesses affecting maring
coatings and the rale played by organizations
working on behalf of the marine ceatings in
duzlry—Lhe Ametican Coalings Associalion and
a body co-foundod by ACA. the Internaticnal
Faint and Printing Ink Council [IPPIC)L As will be
demonstrated, the multifaceted nature of these
RroGosscs roguirts constant attention across the
world and simultaneously elose monitoring of do-
meastic processes as well.

Also, the precesses are interactive, A standard
i rnethiodilody established in one country or re-
gian can quickly and easily migrate to others.

In fact, an imporant strategy of global coat:
ings produal managers is to facilitate migralion of
regsanable rules and methodaologies, The gaal is
to achieve a global uniformity that awvaids having
to maintzin several different formulalions and test
mcthods for any given coating,



