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million). The acquisition will be Akzo Nobel's first en­
tree into the North American architectural coatings 
market. 

Southern Diversified Products is working closely 
with The University of Southern Mississippi and key 
raw material suppliers to develop solvent-free paints 
with performance that meets or exceeds conventional 
solvent-containing competitive products. The com­
pany's line of American Pride® paints is solvent-free 
and certified by both Green Seal and The Master 

industrial coatings markets, it is the enabling character­
istics for emerging technologies that cements the tech­
nology's innovative nature," stresses Ms. Ramsey. "For 
example, Ecology Coatings can be used to apply and 
carry other nanotechnologies that otherwise agglomer­
ate when suspended in traditional coatings. As a result, 
we are helping to fulfill the emerging promise of nan­
otechnology," she adds. 

Leading paint companies including DuPont and Red 
Spot have licensed Ecology Coatings' technology for 
specific metals applications in North 
America. The company has also re-
ceived extensive award recognition for 
its efforts, including a Wall Street Journal Technology Innovator Award, TIME Magazine's Best Inventions, Red Herring's Top 10 Clean Tech Companies 
to Watch, and was one of five finalists 
in Small Times Magazine's Best of Small Tech Innovator Awards-all of 
which happened in 2005. Most re-
cently, the company was recognized by 
The World Economic Forum as a 2006 
Technology Pioneer. 

Currently, Ecology Coatings is devel­
oping 100% solids coatings that will 
cure with visible light. These products 
have very low emissions and qualify for 
the de minimis rules from the South 
Coast Air Quality Management District 
in California. 

Sica, another leading paint manufac­
turer in Canada, launched its environ­
mentally friendly product Ecosource, a 
100% acrylic interior latex paint with 
zero VOC for commercial and institu­
tional applications, in mid-2005. The 
virtually odorless product is Green 
Seal-certified, meets the requirements 
of the Canada Green Building Council 
for LEED project certification, offers ex­
cellent adherence, provides a highly re­
sistant finish with good hiding power, 
and is unaffected by freeze/thaw cycles. 
Ecosource received the 2005 award for 
"sustainable development innovative 
product" at the Contech exhibition 
held in November 2005. The company 
expects to launch a derivate zero-VOC 
product for the consumer market be­
fore the end of 2006. 

Sico shareholders recently accepted 
an offer by Akzo Nobel to acquire the 
company for approximately $209 mil­
lion (CAN $295 million, EURO $267 
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